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Jesus’ Gospel of the Kingdom
And His Concomitant Aims

As A Basis For Discipleship, Mission
and Church Renewal

Wrap-up

Jesus’ Aims Correspond To Our Election: The rule 
and reign of God creates the church:
 

 The church is the community of the King/kingdom

 As the kingdom people in this age, we are the church

 Belonging to the kingdom, we live under, and are 
ruled by God’s reign

 The church is instrumental; witness to; sign, 
foretaste; but not utilitarian; relational; ontological; 
mirroring the Trinity

 In my view, seeing both the ontological connection 
(Scott McKnight) and the instrumentality is crucial to 
daily ministry. It has the effect of focusing, 
prioritizing and keeping ultimate loyalty clear. 

Newbigin: on the logic and purpose of election 
(chosenness); against the Hindu objection to exclusive 
particularity: God chooses one to be the means of 
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blessing to, and bringing in, the rest. Election is not a 
special privilege, but a special responsibility to be bearers 
of the blessing. But the church is not mere instrument, it 
is both means and end…a foretaste of the community of 
the Spirit who is already given us as sign and seal…so 
that we are here and now a real foretaste of heaven.

Mt. 5: (MSG): Let me tell you why you are here. You’re 
here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavors 
of this earth…you’re here to be light, bringing out the 
God-colors in the world. 

Paul was seeking to live into election: (1 Cor 9, 
MSG) 

Even though I am free of the demands and expectations 
of everyone, I have voluntarily become a servant to any 
and all in order to reach a wide range of people: 
religious, nonreligious, meticulous moralists, loose-living 
immoralists, the defeated, the demoralized—whoever. I 
didn’t take on their way of life. I kept my bearings in 
Christ—but I entered their world and tried to experience 
things from their point of view. I’ve become just about 
every sort of servant there is in my attempts to lead 
those I meet into a God-saved life. I did all this because 
of the Message. I didn’t just want to talk about it; I 
wanted to be in on it!

The mission of the church has always been a priority: 
Theology (Christology, pneumatology, eschatology, etc) 
 (Soteriology/Kingdom) Mission  Church/ecclesiology 
 values, priorities, practices, programs, budget, etc.
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 Missiologist, David Bosch, has said it right in my 
view: The mission of the church as the sent people 
of God is understood as being derived from the very 
nature of God. It rightly emerged from the doctrine 
of the Trinity not of ecclesiology or soteriology. 
Mission is not first of all an activity of ours—it is the 
action of God1

Visual Summary: In terms of practical ministry, without 
the aims of Jesus we are left with only the tyranny of the 
urgent present…

The Gospel of the Kingdom is the big headline…

Under this banner we seek to follow Jesus and his 
explanation of what is going on, the big story of God 

On a personal level this is discipleship, 
apprenticeship, spiritual formation…

On a church level we help disciples do this through 
word, Spirit, sacrament and practices

Helping us to move forward in an Anglican context:

 Wolf, Booty and Thomas—The Spirit of Anglicanism: 
In order to follow its Lord who become a servant to 
humanity, the church must be willing to let go its 
hold upon its self-serving institutionalism. This is not 
easy, for churches, like all institutions, are 
notoriously conservative and self-protective. The 

1 Missional Renaissance, 21, 23. 
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inability of the church to give credible evidence of 
following Christ in this fundamental area is probably 
the greatest source of people’s contempt for and 
disillusionment with organized religion.2

 F.D. Maurice: “We want to make sure we are not 
giving people the church, when what they are 
looking for is the living God”...we want people 
believing3 in God, not just assenting to doctrine…”

 At our best we Anglicans understand this missional 
impulse. As one Lambeth statement I have seen 
says: …the historic episcopate is should be locally 
adapted in its methods the varying needs of 
missional contexts.4

o Hooker: “a church among the people for the 
sake of the people”.5

o Paul Avis: Describes the early period of 
Anglicanism as “an apostolic community 
spearheaded by missionary bishops”. And 
further that: “There is an acknowledgement that 
the faith of the church, as the church of England 
has received it, needs to be expressed afresh in 
each generation”.6

2 Page 182.
3 The Spirit of Anglicanism, 81.
4 The Spirit of Anglicanism, 168. 
5 The Identity of Anglicanism, 192.
6 The Identity of Anglicanism, 53, 67.
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o Paul Avis: we should not fret about the identity 
of Anglicanism: pursue integrity (alignment with 
the purpose of God for the church) and identity 
will take care of itself”.7

Working with Christ's statements to His Apostles in 
John 20—receive the Holy Spirit...as the Father has sent 
me, I also send you.  

What marks that relational reliance? John 5 (MSG): 
Jesus explained himself at length. “I’m telling you 
this straight. The Son can’t independently do a thing, 
only what he sees the Father doing. What the Father 
does, the Son does. The Father loves the Son and 
includes him in everything he is doing.

This pattern alerts us: the whole Trinity is a missionary 
God: The Father is a missionary 1st person of the 
Trinity…The Son is missionary the 2nd person of the 
Trinity; the Spirit is the 3rd…

How did the Father send Jesus? To what was Jesus 
conscious when he spoke? What were his aims? 

John 5 & 8: I only do and say as I hear my father 
saying of see him doing…

What will it be like if we choose to be Jesus’ apprentice, 
and lead our ministries in that way?

7 The identity of Anglicanism, 31. 
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The Father has given me all these things to do and say. 
This is a unique Father-Son operation, coming out of 

Father and Son intimacies and knowledge. No one knows 
the Son the way the Father does, nor the Father the way 
the Son does. But I’m not keeping it to myself; I’m ready 

to go over it line by line with anyone willing to listen.
“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion?

Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your 
life.

I’ll show you how to take a real rest.
Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. 

Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything 
heavy or ill-fitting on you.

Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and 
lightly.

The increasing brutality of human existence brings to 
the forefront the practical power and goodness of 
obedience to Jesus’ wise and authoritative teaching and 
alignment to his aims…

Just when one might think Jesus’ worldview is naive or 
impossible, he calls us to a clear response:

(MSG) These [teachings] are not incidental additions 
to your life, homeowner improvements to your 
standard of living. They are foundational words, 
words to build a life on. If you work these words into 
your life, you are like a smart carpenter who built his 
house on solid rock.
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(MSG) But if you just use my words in Bible studies 
and don’t work them into your life, your like will be 
like a house built on a sandy beach…

Jesus said, “Many will say to me Lord…Lord and 
never do the things I teach”. This is not a scary 
threat, but to paraphrase: people give honest mental 
assent to my being, but they have no intention of 
placing their confidence in my explanation of 
ultimate reality—they cannot bring themselves to 
trust it.

Final Commission: A core aspect of discipleship is 
discovering whatever it is in our actual belief system (not 
what we think we should believe) that makes confidence 
in Jesus seem hard or impractical…

I am asking you to make a decision: Are you glad 
God has a rule and a reign? Does that reality seem 
to you like a treasure buried in a field—an ambition 
that could preoccupy your mind and thus change the 
whole direction of your life…or a pearl of greatest 
price such that you would sell all you have to get it? 

Here is the real deal: the perspective from which Jesus 
taught stretches from creation outward to the whole 
cosmos and to the whole of human history. From that 
vantage point, he tells us we have no need to be anxious 
about anything for there is a divine life, a rule and reign, 
available to us that is the true home of the human 
soul…and that we can enter this realm—the heart of 
God—by simply placing our confidence in him, becoming 
his friend and following him…and that in doing so we can 
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be renewed from the depths of our souls  out…for the 
sake of others…

So…from your deepest level of motivation and 
understanding, I am asking you to make a decision, to 
recommit to placing your whole confidence and trust in 
Jesus and to follow him into the reality of the Kingdom of 
God as he taught it…
 
Will you do it? Will you place your trust in Jesus? Will you 
rely upon him and follow him? Will you bet your life on 
Jesus and God’s kingdom? Will you become his 
apprentice in kingdom living? 


